
Madison, Wisconsin
Dane County

LOCAL PROFILE

The City of Madison, the county seat of Dane County, has a mayor-council form of government. 
The city’s legislative branch is composed of the Common Council, made up of 20 Alders elected 
from separate districts in the city to two-year terms. The Alders elect a Common Council 
President from among Council Members. The Mayor, elected to a four-year term, is the chief 
executive officer of the city. The Mayor has the power to veto any acts of the Council. 

The Dane County Board of Supervisors is the legislative body of Dane County. Composed of 37 
elected Supervisors from each of the districts in the county, the Board enacts county ordinances, 
levies taxes, passes laws concerning law enforcement, and appropriates money for services. 
Executive power lies with the County Executive, who is elected at-large by the county.

Public Health-Madison and Dane County (PHMDC) is the public health agency for the City of 
Madison and Dane County and is responsible for the promotion of wellness, prevention of 
disease, and provision of a healthy environment. PHMDC is governed by an eight member Board 
of Health that provides supervision to the Director and adopts rules and policies to protect and 
improve public health subject to approval of the Madison Common Council and the Dane County 
Board of Supervisors.

Population (MSA1): 546,480
Population (City of Madison): 223,389

0.4%American Indian, Alaska Native

5.8%Asian

5.8%Black/African American 

4.1%Hispanic/Latin American

84.0%White

City Population by Race and Ethnicity

Government Structure

[1] Metropolitan Statistical Area – Madison, WI
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Total number of women aged 13-44: 112,440
Women needing contraceptive services and supplies: 63,970

4.8%Low birthweight

6.0Infant mortality, rate per 1,000 live births

Share of Births to Teenage Mothers by Race and Ethnicity 

Birth Outcomes

3.9Cervical cancer, rate per 100,0002

83.1%Percent of women receiving regular Pap testing1

Share of Mothers That Received Adequate Prenatal Care by Race and Ethnicity 

Cervical Cancer

[1] Due to unavailability of local data, figure reflects data for state of Wisconsin. CDC Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System. 
http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/brfss/display.asp?yr=2008&cat=WH&qkey=4426&state=WI 
[2] Figure reflects 2004 rate for Dane County. Dane County Public Health Profiles, 2006, Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services, http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/localdata/pdf/06pubhlth/dane06.pdf



Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Cases by Sex3
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121.5Gonorrhea

5.4AIDS2

3.1Syphilis

351.9Chlamydia

Female
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40%

White
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Sexually Transmitted Infection Total Incidence Rates per 
100,0001

AIDS Cases by Sex, Race and Ethnicity

Male

50%

13%

6%

31%

White
Black/African American
Hispanic
Asian/Pacific Islander

[1] Due to unavailability of local data, figures reflect chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis rates for state of 
Wisconsin. Sexually Transmitted Diseases Surveillance, 2007. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
http://www.cdc.gov/std/stats07/tables.htm
[2] Figure reflects AIDS rate for Metropolitan Statistical Area of Madison, WI. Cases of HIV Infection and AIDS in 
the United States and Dependent Areas, 2007. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/surveillance/resources/reports/2007report/table17.htm
[3] Figures reflect data for state of Wisconsin. Sexually Transmitted Diseases Surveillance, 2007. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention
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